








CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.—Dan. xii. 4. 
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THE INTERIOR OF A CONVENT. 
From Mrs. Stothard’s Letters from France. 


———I found the novices employed, some in 
teaching the boarders of the convent,assisted by 
a few of the nuns,and others embroidering mus- 
lins or silks. The novices wear the black dress, 
with a thick, white cloth veil that hangs over 
the head as low as the eye-brows ; their hair 
is entirely concealed; and the white echin- 
cloth, that is suspended round the ears, falls 
over the bosom. ‘This costume is by no means 
hecoming: a@ woman must be very pretty in- 
deed, to Took tolerably well in it. ‘The novices 
still retain their hair, although it is not seen ; 
but, on making profession, or taking the black 
veil, it is entirely cut off. 

The sight-of these young girls excited my 
compassion. Atan age when the mind acts 
more from impulse than reflection, while they 
yet scarcely know in what situation their fu- 
ture happiness might be established or sub- 
veried, they were preparing an endless and 
cheerless imprisonment for the remainder of 
their days. One young woman particularly 
aitraeted my observation; she was so handsome 
and fair, that her complexion seemed almost as 


delicate as the veil she wore ; her manner ap-} 


peared simply engaging, and she was altogether 
so superior to her companions, that [could not 
resist begging the Abbess to inform me the oc- 
easton of her being there. ‘The superior told 
me she was the child of most respeetable pa- 
rents, who carefully superintended her eduea- 
(ion with the assistance of the family director 
or priest ; that the young lady tor some time 
devoted her attention to the acquirement of lit- 
erature and science, but being suddendly struck 
with a powerful conviction of the brevity of 
jiuman lite, and the importance of eternity, she 
determined, notwithstanding every opposition, 
to renounce the world. Her parents, gett 
distressed by her resolution, for a considerable 
time endeavored to combat it, but finding their 
elforts vain, at the age of seventeen, they had 
resigned their child to seclusion. 

We quiited the novices, and visited the cells; 
every nap had a little apartment to herself; a 
hed, a table bearing a crucifix, and a chair, con- 
stituted the furniture of each. I was soon in- 
troduced to ail the sisters, whose curiosity to 
see abeing belonging to the world, and of a 
foreign country, brought them eagerly around 
me. ..... Lt was next conducted into the 
dining hall. The Abbess’s table stood alone 
at the upperend of the room; the nuns were 
seated at long tables on each side ; and durin 
their scanty and frugal repast, a nun sapalaeed 
for the duty by the Lady Abbess, preached an 
extempore sermon on the joys. of the heavenly 
world. 

{ After dinner, Mrs. S. was conducted to the chapel, 
where, though it was not the hour of general prayer, 
several nuns were kneeling, absorbed in deep medita- 
tion, before a large crucifix suspended from the roof. 
The Abbess after leading her guest back to the parlor, 
then left her in the company of Maria Theresa, one of 
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| and the world you have sacrificed ?’ ‘O yes; 
but the remembrance of that world in which I 
once mixed, seems to mé like a dream, when the 
night that brought it is past,—certain, but con- 
fused,—a very dream.’ 

‘ Was this seclusion your own choice ?’)— 
‘ Entirely ; for I had good and kind friends. 
I had aged parents, too, We-all wept bitterly 
at parting.’  * 

* Do they not sometimes yisit you in your re- 
tirement ?’—* No, they lived too far off, and 
my mother is dead now. I have often fancied, 
in my melancholy hours, that I saw her extend- 
ing her dying hand to grasp mine, but mine was 
not there to meet it.’ E : 

‘ You by te then, the world, where 
ou ntight have been a happi to your fami- 
y, and equally seeured your own salvation ?’ 

—* Yes; but | am safer here ; the world offers 
too many, and sometimes irresistable tempta- 
tions, that we are freed from in the seclusion of 
aconvent. I could tell a sad tale of the world. 
There it is indeed, difficult to gain Heaven, 
Life here tranquilly ; without joy, but 
devoid of sorrow, aad bitter disappointments 
(the nun sighed deeply) that pursues those 
whe dare sock, bappipess in a transitory state 


sent enjoyments, what matier it, if our fortane 
here has presented the cup of happiness or the 
bitter draught of sorrow ? All is alike ended. 
Eternity and life then but begin.’ ? 

A bell sounded while the nun was ss 
the philosophical sentiments of adejeeted mind. 
Maria started from her seat, and kneeling with 
her back towards me, remained some minates 
in prayer. She then arose and resumed her 
place. ; 

‘I have been praying to the Virgin,’ said 
she. ‘We do so regularly three times a day, be- 
sides the serviees in the chapel. Do you pray 
to the Virgin Madam ?’—* No Maria; we con- 
sider the Virgin, in our church, merely as a mor- 
tal, who was ordained to give birth to our Sa- 
viour, We pray only to God and our Re- 
deemer.’ 

‘ But do you not think the Virgin an inter- 
eessor with God for us ?’>—* No; we believe 
only in the intercession of Christ, by whose sa- 
erifice we are saved.” 

‘And have you no confession to the priest 
either P?—“None. We confess our sins to him 
alone who knows the heart he has formed, and 
not to a human being frail as ourselyes”— 
+ That appears strange to me,’ said Maria ;— 
‘ for surely, (supposing it were not an act of 
faith,) nothing seems more natural, than when 
the heart is burdened with conseious guilt, to 
feel anxious te disclose its secrets to one who 
has not only the power of directing it better, 
bat also of fergiving our sins by absolution.’ 

‘While Maria was speaking,! heard the door 
open. Ilooked round, perceived an aged nun 
stauding behind my chair. 1 was struck with 
her appearance. Her countenance was of a 





of the sisterhood, The following conversation took 

place.] 

_ § And how long have you been a nun ?? said | 

I,—‘ Seven years, Madam ’ | 
* Do you not sometimes think of the friends ! 


3 





' deadly pallid hue : her frame weakened by sick- 
| ness, the effect, perhaps, of severe abstinence. 


Her head shook with a tremulous motion. She 
stood with her arms crossed upon her bosom, 
her eyes closed, ag:ther head declining. After 


of things. We die » and onee the grave 
has ctaned upoa sthour fitbes allusions or pre- | 
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a moment’s pause, she quitted her position, and 
seated herself by my side.~-Zo be continued. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 

In the London Sunday Sehool Repository it 
is remarked, that the celebrated Robert Mor- 
rison, the Missionary to China, received his 
first religious impressions at the High Bridge 
Sabbath School. A knowledge ef this fact, 
ought to encou the teachers to labour in 
season and out of season. Had this been the 
only instance of good, resulting from Sabbath 
School establishments, it were an ample re- 
compence for all the labour that has been be- 
stowed upon them. Who can tell, but God is 
training in Sabbath Sehools, the Brainards, 
the Swartzs, the Vanderkemps, the Careys, 
and the Morrisons, to whom he has committed 
the glorious work of renovating the world? 
An inspired prophet says, “ Many shall run 
to and fro, andl knowledge shall be inersased.” 
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MARINER’S CAUSE. 


Extract of a Letter from the Reverend George 
Charles Smith, to the editor of the New-York 
Herald, dated Peazance, Cornwall, England, 
Feb. 7th, 1821. 

My dear sir,—Few cireumstances have com- 
municated more real joy to my heart, er excited 

ater gratitude to the God and Father ef our 

ord Jesus Christ, than the intelligence I have 

received from America relative to the progress 
of religion among seamen. 

Ilaving ploughed the dreary ocean myself, as 
cabin boy, as foremast man, and as an officer, E 
know the heart and life of a sailor ; and while 
*‘ bowels of compassion”’ are granted unto me, I 
cannot cease to | with the deepest interest, 
and the utmost affection, over these my brethren. 

Alas, sir,as a thou guilty sailor, I 
have plunged desperately into the “ depths of 
Satan,” where I must have perished eternally, 
but for that almighty merey which commen: 
« deliver him from going down to the pit, I 
have founda ransom.” Yes sir, when divine 
goodness opened my eyes to see, and my heart 
to feel my daager, like Peter “I was afraid, 
and beginning to sink ; I cried, Lord save me, 
and immediately Jesus stretchéd forth his hand 
and caught ?? me; “ and the Lord said unto 
Satan, the Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the 
Lord.—Is not this a brand plucked out of the 
fire 2?” : 

Rescued thus by boundless and unfathomable 

love, * From endless deeps and black despair,” 

I look to the precipice, contemplate the surging 

billows,and behold the-millions who are perish- 

ing, with indescribable sympathy & tenderness. 

—Among these muititades, I see thousands of 

that arduous profession to which I belonged. 

The peculiarity of their habits, the magnitude 

of their dangers, and the extent of their 

and influence, awaken my utmost commissera- 

tion, and I reason thus,—Havé I been deliver- 

ed from eternal shipwreck, and can I calmly 
witness guilty mariners driving onto “the 

Mount” of endless ruin, amid “ blackness and 

darkness, and tempest,” while others are al- 




























ready on shore, dashing upon the rocks, and 
expecting every minute to perish? No sir. I 
once heard the Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Katter- 
ing, say, “ The Gospel is a rope thrown out 
of the vessel of mercy to a drowning man.” I 
believe this, and under such impression have 
long since decided not to view the sailors with 
the callous inhumanity of the plundering wreck- 
er, or the frigid indifference of the merchant or 
tradesman, who considers them merely as 
beasts of burden, made to fetch and carry ; but 
anxious for their eternal salvation, I would 
cast overboard these ‘cords of love,” and 
shout to sinking mariners, “ Lay hold on the 
Hope set before you.” Nor would I cease until 
I behold them conducted, like Peter, into that 
vessel of perfect safety, which will convey 
them to the land of rest and glory. As the 
difference of nations, country, and language, 
make no difference in our benevolent and chris- 
tian efforts to evangelize the world, much less 
should it operate to preelude the most generous 
attention to seamen,~ But to America we look 
as to the highly favored spot that God has cho- 
sen, in common with this island, to reveal his 
name, display his glory and qualify instruments 
for the proclamation of liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison doors to them 
that are bound. #28 

The intelligence therefore of your arden 
labours, and persevering efforts to meliorate 
the condition of American seamen, fills our 
hearts, in this country, with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. 

We hail you as brethren in this high and 
holy cause. We dart along the vast Atlantic; 
we imagine your faith aa ardour in the reli- 
gious instruction of sailors, and our prayers 
shal! importune a Throne of Grace, that you 
may become the honored fathers of thousands 


who shall be begotten again unto a lively ho 
through the reuntrection of Jesus Christ. The 


time is now arrived, when we a either stand 
still, go back, or go forward. ‘To stand still 
would be impolitic and imprudent—to récede 
would be disgraceful and dangerous. It re- 
mains, therefore, that we go forward, satisfied 
that He who has begun the work will assuredly 

it on. If there ever were a period when 
neutrality in religious exertion, or indifference 
to the > ona interests of others, was admis- 
sible, that period has passed forever. The 
march of events.is so rapid, 
portant, that every man must-shortly decide for 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son. The belov- 
ed cause of our valued Seamen ought to lie 
very near our hearts; I feel it thus with me ; 
and having had much forgiven, I ought to love 
much, and slabour much, to bring sinners to 
Christ Jesus, and raise them from the degrada- 
tion of human apostacy to the throne of God, 
and the Lamb forever. Iam a debtor both to 
Greeks and Barbarians,both to the wise and the 
unwise, so as much as in me is, I am ready to 
promote the gospel with all, knowiug that it is 
the power of God unto salvation. 


majestic and im- 
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For the Christian Repository. 
PREFACE TO No. 6. 


As there are many subjects of superior im- 
portance, which I wish to bring before your 
minds, and as.1 have already devoted one let- 
ter to the pare of Missions and Bible Socie- 
ties, I shall defer a full answer-to the late re- 
marks of “ Amicus,” to some future number. 
It is sufficient, for the-present, to observe that 
all his objections, on the score of difficulties, 
drawn from the.unfavorableness of the time, 
the character of the instruments, and the pre- 
judiees of the heathen, are fully answered b 
the actual success of missions among the Hot- 
tentots, the Kho Nation, our Western Indians, 
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the Greenlanders, the South Sea Islanders, and 
his own unconvertible Hindoos,—by the unusual 
willingness of many nations to receive the gos- 
pel, by the success of twelve despised Jews of 
old,—and by the consideration that our hope of 
suceess is not in the preacher, but the gospel, 
pot in man, but God. With these remarks, let 


me proceed to eall your attention to another 
ordinance, &c. &c. 
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No. VI. 


TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. . 
On the Lord’s Supper. 


Let me now call your attention to another 
ordinance of Christ, which, to your own and 
the chureh’s injury, you neglect. _ 

That the Saviour never intended that the 
outward ordinance of the Lord’s Supper should 
be perpetuated in his church, that the Evange- 
lists and Apostles, r enjoined this institu- 
tion, and that there is neither profit nor pro- 
priety in the ordinance, agtiow observed, your 
writers and preachers continually teach, and 

our universal prattice unequivocal claims. 
’ The objections te his. Gdinencs veh have 
too often heard teneed a repetition ; the argu- 
ments in its favor, I fear, some of you have ne- 
ver weighed. hether you have or not, on 
such an important, subjéet, let me intreat you, 
weigh them once more. How can youanswer 
the ment drawn :— ' 

First. From the Institution and express com- 
mand of Jesus Christ? ‘The authority of any 
one of the Evangelists, to all who believe their 
inspiration, is a sufficient voucher for any-fact. 
But on this subjeet, three have givemtheir deci- 
ded testimony, v. Matt. xxvi. 26. Mark xiv. 22. 
and Luke xxii.19. The passages are too long 
to quote, but too plain and too well known to 





need quoting. the Saviour really took 
parent a pans” >= » material wine, aa said 
“ Take, eat, this is my body ;—this is my blood, 
drink’ ye al! of it” “this do in remembrance of 
me,” you cannot bat admit. Here then we have 
the institution and a command to observe it. If 

ou prefer the term “ request” to command,” 
i have no objection ; for a request from a dying 
Redeemer, to all who love him, will equal a 
command. Object. “ He only requested them 
to do it at that time, and not to continue it after 
his death.” ns. Where then is the force of 
the word “* Remembrance >” Does it not refer 
to thin st, and imply that, according to the 
form 4g crm ve, oy should keep 4 with 
deep interest after his death? At present they 
could not “* remember” his death (which was the 
chief thing represented by the feast) as that 
death had not yet taken place. If you say, “it 
was a mere spiritual remembrance he required, 
you neglect the force of another word in this 
command: Do “ this”—what I now do—take 
material bread and wine, and eat and drink 
corporeally, while in spirit you remember the 
things signified by the broken bread and poured 
out wine. He does not merely say, “ Remem- 
ber me;”’ but “ do this in remembrance of me,”’ 
If here is not a command to observe an outward 
ordinance, know not in what words it could 
have beenexpressed, Again, if the Lord Jesus 
did not intend to continue, anddid not attach 
much importance to. this ordinance, account, 
if you can— . 

Second, For his revelation and repetition of 
it, some years after, to the apostle Paul. The 
apostle declares, Gal. i. 12. that he received all 
his doctrines “ not from man, but by the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ.” And in 4 Cor. xi. 23. 
he says he received this very ordinance, in the 
very words and form given in the Kvangelists, 


y | from the same divine authority. «For-1 receiv- 


ed of the Lord Jesus,that which I delivered unto 








‘aan &e.” Here is sanction upon sanction to 


authorize our celebration, and condemn your 
neglect of this solemn feast. How do you ac- 
count— 
Third, For its observance by the primitive 
church ? We have every reason to believe that 
the first converts to christianity, especially 
the Gentiles, took their ordinances as well as 
their doctrines immediately from apostolic lips. 
Now we find ehristians every where observin 
this feast. At Jerusalem. we find them break- 
ing bread from house to house.” (Acts ii. 46.) 
also at Troas, (Acts xx. 7.) “ On the first day 
of the week the disciples came together to break 
bread, and Paul preached”—and (v. 11.)**broke 
bread.” Can any one suppose that the Lord’s 
day would be appointed for any common meal ; 
or that the holy apostle, “ ready to depart on 
the morrow,” would spend his time in eating 
and drinking in any other than a sacramental 
way? Butin the Epistle to the Corinthians 
we have decisive proof. More than twenty 
years after the death of Christ, we find the 
Corinthians celebrating and the apostle regula- 
ting this feast. 4 Cor xi. 23—34. He here 
says expressly, that he had * delivered” it unto 
them. And in 1 Cor. x. 16. he speaks as if it 
were the common practice of the whole church. 
«“ the cup which we bless, the bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the blood and 
body of Christ P?..-in contradiction from idola- 
ters, who drank “the cup” and partook of 
« the table of devils.” Here then we have the 
practice of the primitive christians and the sanc- 
tion of the apostles many years after our Sa- 
viour’s death. Do your teachers better know 
the will of God than the apostle Paul ?—or 
have you received some new, additional and 
contradictury revelation? He * received of the 
Lord Jesus” to “deliver” this ordinance unto 
us ; have you “ received of the Lord Jesus” to 
set it aside ! If not, we intreat you, keep this 
feast :—for 
Fourth, It must be continued till Christ come 
again. WfChrist had not told us it should be 
erpetual, since his blood was shed and his body 
ed 00> for us as well as for the primitive 
ehurch, reason would teach the propriety of our 
using the symbols of his death as well as they. 
But he has not left us in any doubt or darkness 
on the subject. The apostle hath expressly told 
us, 4 Cor. xi. 26. to keep this feast “ until he 
come.” Lam not ignorant of your interpreta- 
tions—* until he come to destroy Jerusalem— 
until he come by his Holy Spirit—until he 
come with full illumination and establishment 
in the faith ;”? but to these constructions I never 
ean assent. Not to the first, because the des- 
truction of Jerusalem had nothing to do with 
the repeal of ceremonies, all such having been 
repealed at the death of Christ ;—uot to the 
second, beeause he had come in this sense, on 
the day of Pentecost, twenty years before ;-—- 
nor to the third, (which is your main defence, ) 
because the phrase is never thus used elsewhere 
in scripture, and it is @ mere gratuitous asser- 
tion, to say that it is so used here, and because 
the apostle Paul was certainly an established 
christian, and had full illumination, and yet he 
observed and delivered this ordinance. Besides, 
suppose Christ does come to a christian with as 
full illumination as he ever came to man, or 
comes to any of you, why should this supersede 
the ordinance. * Our distinct knowledge and 
ardent love of Christ would supersede the ne- 
cessity of memorials.”—-And can the views of 
any lovers of Christ be more distinet, their love 
more ardent, than were those of the twelve 
apostles, who heard him. saw him, handled him 
for years, and loved him more than jife ? And 
yet to these very twelve, he gave these :memo- 
rials! if needful and useful to them, are they 
not needful to you ? So long as saints are in the 
body,—prone to forget, and affected by sense,— 
and so long as he withholds his visible bodily 
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_ tians by any little artifices 














presence, so long these striking emblems of him- 
self will never cease to be of use to his holiest 
followers. ‘The “ coming,” therefore, of which 
he speaks, is not his mone | by his spirit, but 
his visible appearance at the last day, to call the 
world to judgment, and take all his chosen to 
himself. The ordinance therefore, was intend- 
ed to be perpetual, or to the end of the world. 

In conclusion, [ would draw an argument— 

Fifth. From the utility of this ordinance. 
This appears from its nature and design. First, 
it is a sign and seal of the divine covenant. 
«“ This eup is the Wew Testament (or covenant) 
in my blood ;”’ just as he said of circumcision, 
(Gen. xvii. 10, 13.) “ This is my eovenant” 
which “shall be in your flesh,” as if he had 
said, “ This is the sign and seal of my cove- 
nant.” The Lord’s supper is a seal on the part 
ot God, to fulfil all the promises, and on ours to 
perform all the duties of the covenant of which 
it isa seal, ‘Thus it operates as a powerful 
stimulus to duty towards ourselves, and faith 
towards God. 

Again, it is useful as an exhibition of the doc- 
trine of atonement, (as baptism is of the doctrine 
of the Trinity.) “So often as ye eat this bread 
and drink this eup, ye do show forth the Lord’s 
death.” And I cannot but agree with Dodd- 
ridge, that, “so long as an ordinance which 
bas so plain a reference to the satisfaction of 
Christ, and does such honor to this Foden. 
tal doctrine of the gospel, is continued in the 
church, so long it will be impossible to root that 
doctrine out of the minds of plain hamble ehris- 

’ or Socinian eriti- 
eisms. And I cannot but think, if you admin- 
istered and explained this ordinance to your 
people, the now almost banished doctrine of the 
cross ard of imputed righteousness would soon 
be honored and restored. 

Lastly, this ordinance, as well as baptism, is 
useful as a badge of Christianity. One object 
ef these ordinances, was to separate Christ’s 
followers from the world, to make them visible, 
and compel them to profess the essensial doc- 
trines of his gospel. And though I have no 
doubtthere are many saints in heaven and earth 
who never wore these hadges, I have my doubts 
whether such form any part of the visible chris- 
tian church. If the mere acknowledgment of a 
God, and some vague profession of religion con- 
stitute a social body of a church, why not give 
this ile to the Masonic Lodge ? (1 mean noth- 
ing invidious to you, or disrespectful to them.) 
‘They make a general profession of religion, 
reject atheists and sometimes deists from their 
institution,—have a strictly moral and even re- 
ligious code of discipline—are bound by the 
strongest ties to mental love,—are very charita- 
ble to their own, and even other poor—they 
sometimes pray, exhort, and what you do not, 
they sing; in short, when they have members 
present, whom the spirit moves, they have as 
many religious exercises as yourselves. Why 
not eall them a christian church ? Suppose a 
set of sober deists should be organized and 
agree to meet on the first day of the week, (not 
because it was holy time, but beeause it was the 
enstom of the country,) should pray and praise, 
and preach, and perform other duties of natural 
relizion—why not eall them a christian church? 
Because, in admitting to membership, they do 
not make i' essentia/ to beiieve or profess a sin- 
gle doctrine peculiar to christianity. Now, 
what you require your members to profess, I do 
not know ; but this 1 know, you could not pro- 
perly observe these ordivances without requi- 
ring faith in the doctrines of the trinity, the 
divmity of Christ, and his vicarious atonement 
for the sins of the worid—doctrines found in no 
other religious system apon earth. 

PAUL. 
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For the Christian Repository. 

“These are times, when every thing a man 
has, which may be in any way | or the advan- 
tage of christianity eught to be given to the 
Lord, for we shall all die, and then shall all 
our thoughts perish.” Such was the langu 
of one who exhibited “ Jucid proof” that in the 
sacred cause, every thing which he had was laid 
out for the advantage of christianity, and he 
counted not even his own life dear, so that he 
might finish the work which his master had 
given him todo. And such should be the con- 
stant language of all who like the high-soul’d 
Bachannan, protes to iove and serve a Redee- 
mer, whose loreeee ‘is not of this world. In 
the present glorious era of Zions prosperity, the 
criminality of thogé. christians who through a 
selfish lave of tg prefer = a presen to = 
active life, or. who buryi ir talents in ob- 
security chaste ext without energy, is doubly 

ated, The ch fChei 























The charch of Cheist now strug- 
gling for victory, exer the prineipalities and 
powerg of darkness,demands all the strength, 
and a force’ pf. all her members. The 

and-man, as if conscious 


great n of 
is Finglas. should.goon falljlike lightning to 
the ground, and himself be bound for a thou- 
sand years, makes desperate efforts to retain 
his sions, and all * hell benceth is moved”’ 
to eome forward @ndiaid him in the work of op- 
posingthe progress 
tian is therefore bound by. the most solemn sa- 
cramental vows to lead a life of ardent zeal, 
fervent love, and animated aetivity. “ Aecord- 
ng ae a man age not according to co 
e* not,”’ is the requirement of the gospel, 
and there is no ene pa es snifibant bat ri _ 
der services of some useful kind ; for “ every 
thing, which a ee iat let it be much or lit- 
tle, should be put forth toglorify his-redeensing 
Saviour. ss 

Has a christian talents ? Is his mind cultiva- 
ted by education and enlightened by science ? 
these talents ought to be consee to the ser- 
vice of Him who is their author. By preach- 
ing, by praying, by conversation, by writing,” 
he may bring a glorious revenue of praise to 
the Lord his God, beeome the instrument of 
life and salvation to many now dead in trespas- 
ses and sins, and prepare a bright crown to 
shine in the world to come, The reeollection 
that he shall “soon die and ali his thoughts 
shall perish,” should excite such an one to live 
more in such a manner, that when others perish, 
he shall never die eteraally. 

Is a christian possessed of influence? It 
should operate effectually on all within its 
sphere. 
opportunity to direct the minds of the careless 
to the ** vast concerns of an eternal world”— 
they should excite, all around them to a holy 
life, and be instant in season and cut of season, 
to warn, reprove, rebuke, and admonish with 
all holy fervour of spirit. A mind deeply af- 
fected with a love to perishing souls, will find 
ten thousand ways of doing good, which a cold 
contracted heart would never think of. 

Is a christian rich? he is peculiarly respon- 
sible for the wealth placed in his trust, and 
should honor the Lord with his substance, by 
cheerful liberality and generous profusion. 
His example will prove a blessing, as well as 
his. wealth, and many will rise up and call him 
blessed. Has he neither poverty nor riches, 
but just enough to be comfortable ? He is bound 
to give as he has opportunity, and should esteem 
it an honor when God in his providence makes 
a demand for his cause. 

is he poor? There are so many ingenious 
ways in which a pious sou! may devise good, 
ihat many even in this situation are biessed in 
both worlds, and glorify God their Saviour in 
all they have. 





They should watch and seize on every | 


Is he in obseurity ? None are so much with- 
drawn from society, but there are some souls to 
whom they have access, with whom they can 
pray, and to whom they can recommend a Sa- 
viour. r 

Is he in public life? A thousand ways daily 
open for his usefulness and happiness, and all 
with whom he has intercourse should be benefit- 
ted by his conversation and example. Would 
christians unly ask themselves every day ‘“‘what 
am I doing for the cause of Christ ?” and was 
this question pressed home upon an honest con- 
science, what blessed effects would result ! How 
many who are now lukewarm, would arise and 
be zealous; how many who are now stupid 
would awake to righteousness and sin no more! 
The indolent christian would become industri- 
ous, and the selfish liberal: the tardy would 
quicken their pace, and the active go on from 
strength to strength. Thus, when would 
come forth to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty, the church would become a praise to 
the whol¢ earth, and Zion would arise aniver- 
sally, and alt she has long “ lain among 


1¢ | the pots, yet would her wings be like those of 


a dove eovered with silver, and her feathers of 
yellow gold.” Christians, is not this a“ con- 
sammation most devoutly to be wished ?” then 
realize your privileges, beeome acquainted with 
your situation. Do you love your Saviour ? 
do you pray and ardently desire his “ kingdom 
toeome ?” then let your motto be ‘up and be 


doing,” and your watch-word, the “ night is 
far spent.” Soon will death put a period to 


your services, and there is neither “ knowledge 
nor device in the grave,” therefore “ work 
whil it is called to day ; for by thy works thou 
8 be judged, and by thy works shalt thou be 
condemned. ; 
< until I come,” is the solemn e 
given by mouth of Him whe shall j 
every man, and will by no means clear the guile 
\y. Christians, awake from your long, long 
slumber ! .a momentous work demands your at-— 
tention, thérefore let your future diligence be in 
‘tion to your past negligence. Let your 
talen property, prayers, services,. 


all you have, and all you are be renewedly de’. Sys 


voted and actively employed in the daily,hour 
service of Him who in chatie while shail oat 
to judge. the world, and call all to account, for 
the deeds done tn the body whether they be good 
or whether they be eyil. ; 
: ; i . 24 

UNION MISSION. 

Extract of private letters “Members of the 
Mission family. . 
From Mr. Redfield. 


Union, Dec. 4. 1820. 

When I wrote last, I was among the Chero- 
kees, 200 miles from this pl his distance 
we travelled on foot, found it a lene and 
tedious journey through the wilderness. When 
night overtook us, we halted, kindled a 1 
fire, and wrapping ourselves in our blankets, 
slept by the side of it. We brought with us on 
our pack horses, hard bread, which lasted us 
most of the way When our store was exhaust- 
ed, we lived on venison which our hunter pro- 
cured in great abundance. During this jour- 
ney, the Lord was better to us than our fears ; 
for netwithstanding we were greatly exposed 
by sleeping upon the ground in the open air, 
yet the health of the whole party was preserved. 

There is a garrison within a hundred miles 
of this place, where there is a settlement of 
white people. At that settlement we purchased 
our stock. 

We have found but few of the sat 
home. he principal men have gone on a hunt, 
but are expected in soon. I have been much 





delighted with the Indians we found here. 
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‘They received us apparently with the greatest 
joy. They are a noble looking people. The 
men are six feet in height, and agreeably to the 


old saying, as straight as an Indian. Their|@ 


countenances are free and open, and bespeak 
strong minds. : ; 

The place selected for our establishment is 

very beautiful. It is a prairie of three or four 
thundred acres, on which there is an excellent 
spring. The soil is rich and easily cultivated. 
ne crop of'corn, about 100 bushels, was raised 
here by a trader, last season, which wg have 
been enabled to purchase. 
_ ‘The Osages possess a beautiful tract of coun- 
try, very fertile and healthy: but they know 
nothing about cultivation. ‘The eountry abounds 
with-buftalo, bear and deer. The buffalo is su- 
perior to any beef I have evertasted. In rais- 
ing stock, we shall have no need of hay. Cat- 
tle and horses will a on cane ee contin- 
ues green through the year, and which grows 
in ‘Raudtaes via thi ae grounds. Within one 
mile of our station, there are salt springs, where 
Mr. Filbrook, lately a merchant in New-York, 
is preparing to manufacture salt. 

Christmas Day.—As I have had no opportu- 
nity to send this letter, I can now add, that the 
Osage chief came to visit us a few da sop 
We had a very interesting interview. 1 coul 
seareely refrain from shedding tears, during his 
first address. “ ‘To me,” said he, “this isa 

lorious morning. I am giad in my heart that 
f exer lived to see this day. Now my children 
will be taught to read, and to live like white 
people. We want to learn your religion—it is 
better than ours.” His speech was made up of 
good sense and delivered with great coats, 
and in the most feeling manner. Brother P= 
man has begun to learn the language of the 
Osages, that he may preach to them in their 


own tongue. 3 
Feb. 3, 1821. We have five log cabins near- 


ly finished, and have yet to build a kitchen and 
storehouse. ‘The month of January was cold. 
We had snow about a foot deep. The snow, 
however, has already left us, and the weather 
is moderate. The water in Grand River is now 
ten feet higher than when we arrived. 


— | @O 
From Mr. Wm. C. Requa. 


Union, Arkansas Territory, Feb. 4; 1821. 

Since our arrival here, we have been busily 
employed in ereeting buildings. We have near- 
ly completed five log dwellings, which we de- 
sign for our abode until we can get better. Our 
station is about twenty-five miles above the 
mouth of Grand River, ov the left bank as we 
ascend the stream. Our establishment is about 
a mile and a half from the river, and about the 
same distance from an excellent spring, and is 
situated on a prairie of excellent arable land. 

| The writer here gives an account of the first 
interview with the Osage chief, nearly as stated 
by Mr. Redfield, and adds—] 

Joy sat on his countenanee, as he pronounced 
these words, and his looks expressed more than 
he could utter. 

In this region there is comparatively little 
timber. ‘There are prairies of some hundred 
miles in extent, on which there is seareely a 
tree to be seen, excepting on the banks of the 
rivers or smaller streams which flow through 
the country. ‘Che land is not level; but hills 
and dales are to be seen in every direction. So 
far.as* relates to the fertility of the soil, it is. 
figuratively speaking, a land flowing with milk 
and honey ; and as to the latter, it is almost 
literally true. Captain Proyer, our only neigh- 
bour, eut down between forty and fifty bee trees, 
near his house, duringthe last season; and we 
have eut down several since we have been here. 

1 can now inform you, that the health of the 
Mission Family is much better than it has been. 
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They are all enjoying a good degree of health, 
excepting one of the sisters, and she is convales- 
cent. O what reason have I to be thankful to 
od for his goodness to me! I have had less of 
sickness than any other member of the Family, 
and at present enjoy as good health as I ever 
did. e have been more than four months 
from the Mission Family, and a mueh longer 
time from our relatives and friends in the land 
of our nativity. We have here no society to en- 
joy, but that of our own little circle. We are 
in a land of darkness, where the light of the 
Gospel has never shone ; where Jesus was ne- 
ver known; where the Sabbath was never re- 
garded ; where no temple was ever erected for 
the worship of God; but where ignorance, su 
erstition, and idolatry reign. ‘The many and 
imestimable privileges yen enjoy; my friend, call 
loudly for your gratitude to Ged: Consider the 
state of these poor unenlightened savages of the 
forest, who rove about, in quest of: food ; who 
sometimes range the woods from. the rising to 
the setting sun, and find nothing to satisfy their 
hunger . Some-of thougapave we have been 
0 


here, have been gone tw 


three days im pur- 
‘suit of game, and retarning without be 2 lave 


ealled upon us, and exclaimed, in their own 
tongue, * Good white men, we are hungry; we 
want toeat.?? Although my dear friend, yeu 
are ae reat distanee from them, yet.you can 
‘pray f them; you, ean” ray for us Who are 
among them; you ean pray that God. would 






bron them the blessings of civilization and 
hristianity, and make us the instruments in 
his hand, of aceomplishing the purposes of his 
grace toward them; for the heathen shall be 





given to Christ for an inheritance, and the ut- 
termost parts of the earth for his possession. 
O! when shali the happy period come, when 
the wilderness shall blossom as the rose ; when 


the sgiitacy. places shall be glad and rejoice ; 
be made v 


and the de with the praises of 
God ! * (Amer. Miss’ry Register. 
re EP come — 


For the Christian Repository. 

Tue Female tract Society of this Borough 
is now in such a languishing situation, that un- 
less some energetic efforts are made in its be- 
half, it must inevitably cease its operations ; 
the attention therefore of the christian public 
is most earnestly solicited to its wants. Its 
members are few and its funds small; but such 
is the expectation of its managers from those 
who delight to diffuse the light of truth by means 
of these hittle messengers, that they believe they 
have only to make known their wants to have 
them supplied. It is not designed here to make 
any attempt towards proving the utility of 
Tract Sooreriss, their benefits and blessings 
have been felt by thousands; and in an hum- 
ble way we wish to aid the cause of Curist by 
constantly circulating their useful pages. We 
therefore most affectionately invite all who are 
favourable to such societies, to aid us. The 
subscription is only Fifty Cents a year, a sum’ 
so small that many who are subscribers to other 
societies, can without inconvenience lend a 
helping hand to save us from utter extinction. 
As it is so important for a Missionary to be 
constantly supplied with Tracts, we look to- 
wards the members of the “ Domestic Mission- 
arySociety,” for their co-operation and aid with 
the confident hope of not being disappointed. 
We appeal indeed to all who love the cause of 
Jesus, (for our society is not confined to name 
or sect) and we hope our annual meeting will 
furnish us an additional proof of the liberality 


of those who are not “ weary in well doing ” 


ecPeTHE FEMALE TRACT SUCIETY; 


will hold their annual meeting on Monday the 
18th Instant, in the School-room adjoining the 











Presbyterian Church, at 7 o’clock in the even- 











ing ; when donations and subscriptions will be 
thankfully received. 
Wilmington, June 12. 1821. 
a @ a 
Extract from the Journal of Rev. ¥. . smaLvz, 
during one month, under the direction of the 
** Domestic Missionarr Socisrr of Wil- 
mington.” 


ay 10th——Preached this evening in the 
Poor-house, to 60 or 70 persons, among whom 
were the deaf, the blind, the halt, &e. &c.— 
visited several of the wards, conversed with the 
sick and dying, some of whom exhibited marks 
of sincere sorrow for sin: I directed them to 
the Lord Jesus Christ for relief’ The Poor- 
house, I am of opiniou, is gvod missionary 
ground ; it contains about 120 souls, many of 
whom are wretchedly hardened ; a few appear 
to be seeking. Shall so many souls be suffered 
to perish without the preaching of the word? 
The pions soul exclaims, No! 

12th—Preached at Brandywine village : as 
sembly small, though very attentive—several 
in tears. 

Sabbath May 13th—In the morning preached 
at the Bush, to about 80 persons, who heard 
with attention. On this occasion I pressed on 
my hearers the duty they owed God and them- 
selves, of supporting the gospel among them, 
according te their ability. Preaehed at the 
Rock in the afternoon, to 70 or 80 persons ; 
and also pressed on them the support of the 
gospel among them. In the evening spoke to 
an attentive audience at Gilpin’s paper mill. 

14th—Preached at Newport in the evening. 

17th—Lectured at a prayer-meeting in Wile 
mington, in the evening. 

49tt—Preached again in the Poor-house. 
Many appeared solemn ; one on the borders of 
eternity, said he prayed to God for merey, and 
would eontinue so to do, which I encouraged 
him to. Fr 

Sabbath, May 26th—This morning preached 
at the Log, to an increased congregation ; they 
were serious and solemn Oh that the word 
dispensed may have an abiding effect! In the 
afternoon, attended at the Rock—-there also the 
assembly was .much greater than previously ; 
a greater number of youth present, some of 
whom were Friends—all gave good atiention— 
pressed upon them to aid your soeiety who had 
evineed so strong an interest in their welfare. 
In the evening preached at Staunton, a village 
compesed chiefly of Friends, and was much 
pleased with the congregation. It is a desti- 
tute place, aud a favorable field for missionary 
labor. 

26th—Preached at Brandywine, to a small 
company, some of whom were affected. 

27th——Preached this morning at the Rock. 
Congregation not so large, though 1 think quite 
as solemn as last Sabbath. In the afternoon 
attended at the Log—tn the evening in a dis- 
tant part of the congregation ; endeavored to 
press upon them the duty of forming praying 
societies, pointing to the benefits flowing from 
them. 

28th—Preached at Centreville, a village of 
little religion and much vice. About 60 per- 
sons attended. I have reason to believe the 
word was not in vain. 

3:st—Prayer meeting in Wilmington--A 
female much affected—-spoke to her personally, 
and pressed the duty of repentanee on her. 
She promised to pray for pardon. 

_ To be continued. 
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pc AMICUS duly received ; but not until 
Pauw was in type. He shall appear in course, 
next week. 


Bo TRACTS,—an extensive assortment is 
now and will be continually kept on hand, 





